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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

In response to the Notice of Allowance mailed January 3, 2005, enclosed are a completed 
issue fee transmittal form PTOL-85b and a check for $1730 for the required issue fee and 
publication fee, including patent copies. 

With respect to the Examiner's reasons for allowance of claim 14, Applicants agree with 



the Examiner that claim 14 is allowable for substantially the same reason as claim 1. Applicants 
further agree with the Examiner that the recited means element invokes 35 U.S.C. § 1 12(6). As 
such, the recited means is properly interpreted to cover corresponding structures, and any 
equivalents thereof, that are disclosed in the specification and necessary to perform the recited 
function. See Northrop Grumman Corp. v. Intel Corp., 325 F.3d 1346, 1352 (Fed. Cir. 2003). 
Applicants agree that the inwardly extending tabs with rounded top edges correspond to the 
recited means. Accordingly, Applicants agree with the Examiner that claim 14, like claim 1, is 
allowable over the art of record for at least the reason that the prior art fails to disclose such 
inwardly extending tabs. 
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However, Applicants respectfully disagree with the portion of the Examiner's statement 
that the "recited means ... should be considered as the embodiment disclosed in the specification 
and drawings, which includes, at least, all the limitations recited in claim 1 ." In construing a 
claim element under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12(6), features that do not perform the recited function do not 
constitute corresponding structure and thus do not serve as claim limitations. Northrop at 1352. 
Various structures recited in claim 1, including but not limited to the "motor spindle hub 
mounted to a spindle shaft," are plainly not necessary to perform the function recited in the 
means element. Accordingly, to the extent to the Examiner's statements concerning claim 14 
suggest that all of the structures implicated in claim 1 correspond to the means element of claim 
14, Applicants respectfully object. 
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